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Presidential Insights – October  2019   
                                                        Pete Stroble 
 
BTM Member Tony Burgess organized a 14 day 
tour of England in August that included the 
International Mini Meet outside of Bristol and three 
motor museums. The Museums visited were the 
British Heritage Motor Museum at Gaydon, the 
Haynes International Motor Museum near Bristol, 
and the National Motor Museum at Beaulieu. These 
are excellent museums and there is much we can 
learn from them. 
 
Surprisingly, BTM has some vehicles that I did not 
see at any of the UK museums. Our 1960 Peerless 
GT and 1938 Vauxhall Salmons & Son DHC were 
two that were missing. They had the Vauxhall 
Sedan but not the Salmons conversion. BTM’s 
Mayfair bodied Austin 20 Limo is a rare bird that 
wasn’t to be seen but then there are only 11 known 
to still exist. Our Austin 1300 and Morris “Z” Van 
cutaways were also rare exhibits that we can take 
pride in. The Haynes Museum did have a neat Imp 
engine cutaway that was impressive. We can take 
pride in that we do have some rare and unique 
vehicles. We are not totally outclassed. That said, 
the three UK Museums had cars that we could only 
dream about. Must be something to do with the 
home court advantage and plenty of money. 
 
We have always struggled with the presentation of 
the BTM collection, we know we have a long way 
to go. All three UK museums were in nice modern 
buildings with proper signage and graphics. The 
cars were in excellent to presentable condition with 
only a few hanging on to their original patina. 
Gaydon and Beaulieu, I though, did a better job of 
telling the car’s story while Haynes collection was 
mostly orderly lines of cars. 
 

We have debated whether to display our cars by 
marque or by year. At Gaydon they did both. The 
outer wall was a “Time Wall” of cars from similar 
time periods while in the middle were featured cars 
by marque, motorsports, sports cars, and design 
concepts. All nicely done.  
 
The Haynes Motor Museum had more activities for 
the kids. At a few points they had period clothing 
for the kids to put on for a photo-op near a car. At 
several stations, you could do a rubbing with a 
crayon and paper over a metal plate carving of the 
car you were at. Outside, they had a playground 
with a wooden Land Rover to crawl all over. A neat 
little electric go-cart track kept several kids busy. 
They also had an indoor area for crafts and play. 
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Beaulieu had several kid friendly displays where 
they could stick their head through and be a race 
driver or other part of the exhibit. They also had a 
running Double Decker bus and a Monorail that 
took passengers on a tour of the grounds. A young 
man was demonstrating a Penny Farthing “Big 
Wheel” bike outside that captivated the young and 
old alike. Beaulieu was featuring the “Chitty Chitty 
Bang Bang” flying car from the movie with an 
indoor display and a replica outside driving around. 
Definitely a family friendly museum.   
 
BTM has a long way to go to match the 
professionals but it looks like the end game is so 
worth it. 
 
Mini Shrine at Gaydon 

Pete Stroble 
 
The Mini was launched in 1959 and, over the past 
60 years, has developed a passionate following 
among devotees of performance driving. 
 
The British Motor Museum at Gaydon hosted the 
Holiest of Holies. The three Monte Carlo rallye 
winning Morris Cooper S’s were on display. These 
were the Minis that brought fame to the little econo 
box and led to the Mini’s iconic status. To add to 
this very special collection was Sir Alex Issigonis’ 
1933 “Light Weight Special” that was the rolling 
lab for his future creations. 
 
BTM member Jason Pigg was seen in a reverent 
position on bent knee with his rosary by the sacred 
Mini display, a tear trickling down his cheek. For 
the rest of the Tour, Jason seamed to radiate a 
special glow about him. Miracles have been 
reported of non-functioning Minis spontaneously 
coming back to life when in Jason’s presence. May 
Sir Alex’s force be with you Jason. 
 
https://www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk/news/event
s-news/national-metro-and-mini-show-is-a-huge-hit  

 
 

Jason Pigg is kneeling at Registration# 33 EJB. 
Showing his best side? 

Car #37 which won the 1964 Monte Carlo Rallye 
with Paddy Hopkirk and Henry Liddon. 

Car # 52 won the 1965 Monte with Timo Makinen 
and Paul Easter 

https://www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk/news/events-news/national-metro-and-mini-show-is-a-huge-hit
https://www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk/news/events-news/national-metro-and-mini-show-is-a-huge-hit
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Car # 177 won the 1967 Monte with Rauno 
Aaltonen and Henry Lidden 

Sir Alex Issigonis’ 1933 “Light Weight Special” 
 
1966 Monte Carlo Rally 
 
Prior to the 1966 Monte Carlo Rally there were a 
number of rule changes. Not an unusual thing in 
motor sports. The first draft of the Appendix J rules 
allowed freedom on the number and type of lights 
lighting rules. A second draft of the lighting rules 
required that cars be fitted with lights fitted on 
production models. The Mini Rallye cars had been 
fitted with iodine-vapour single-filament bulbs, 
rather than the double-filament dipping bulbs found 
on the production models. Apparently the British 
teams had failed to check the rule for late 
modification. 
 
Timo Makinen and Paul Easter crossed the finish 
line frist in Car #2, registration GRX55D. After 18 
hours of post race technical inspection the cars were 
disqualified for violation of the lighting rules. It was 
widely thought that the rule changes were intended 
to prevent the British team from winning their 3rd 
straight Monte Carlo win.. 

Museum Receives Two Wheelchairs 
 
Board Member and Newsletter Editor has donated 
two new Drive brand wheelchairs to the museum. 
These will enable mobility impaired visitors to 
navigate the museum more readily. Within days of 
receiving the first of the wheelchairs it was used by 
a visitor. Each of the wheelchairs has a value of 
$130.00 

Donated Wheelchairs 
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2019 Amelia Island Concours 
d’Elegance 

Jay S. Kolb 
 

The Amelia Island Concours d’Elegance was held 
between March 8 through March 10, 2019  at 
Amelia Island Florida. It is always nice to go to 
Florida in March! Its not just a Sunday car show, 
there are great seminars, numerous antique car 
auctions, new car test drives, a huge cars and 
coffee on Saturday, and more. Fabulous cars 
come from all over the world to show on the golf 
course at The Ritz Carlton. Each year a race 
driver is honored and a fine selection of the race 
cars he drove get a class of their own. This year it 
was Jacky Ickx. Here is a few of the British cars at 
the show. The 2020 Amelia Island Concours 
d’Elegance will be held between March 5-8, 
2020. For additional information see 
https://www.ameliaconcours.org/  

1935 Jaguar SS1 Coupe 

1952 Nash Healy Le Mans Race Car 
 

1932 MG J2 

1911 Rolls Royce Silver Ghost 

1930 Bentley Speed Six HJ Mulliner Sportsman 

1969 Aston Martin DB4 GT Lightweight 

https://www.ameliaconcours.org/
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  Name that Car - Gilbern GT 1800 
 

The car featured in the last issue “The British 
Automobile” “Name That Car” article was a 
Gilbern GT 1800. There were no correct 
submissions. 
 

 
 
Gilbern was manufactures by Gilbern Sports Cars 
(Components) Ltd , a Welsh car manufacturer from 
1959 to 1973, based in Llantwit Fardre, Pontypridd, 
Glamorgan, Wales. The company name derives 
from the first names of the founders; Giles Smith) 
and Bernard Friese. 
 
The GT, a 2+2 two-door coupé was the company's 
first car and was made between 1959 and 1967. The 
GT Mk 1 was initially available with either 948 cc 
BMC A-Series engine with an optional Shorrock 
supercharger or Coventry Climax 1098 cc engines. 
The chassis was fabricated from square steel tubing 
and the front suspension was initially from the 
Austin A35. The body was a one-piece moulding. 
Although usually supplied in kit form, the body was 
provided fully trimmed and painted leaving the 
purchaser to only complete the mechanical items. 

During the company’s short life they manufactured 
three other body styles; the Gilbern Genie, the 
Gilbern Invader and the Gilbern Invader Estate. 

The Gilbern was designated as a component car, 
rather than a kit car. The difference being that 
Gilbern supplied an almost finished car. The car 
was built on a steel tube space frame chassis and 
fitted with a glass-fibre body. 

The requirement by the owner was to fit, the engine 
and gearbox, back axle, wheels, exhaust system and 
various minor trim components. Usually this task 
could be completed in a weekend, although it took 
some six weeks! All the components were new and 
under warranty by whichever manufacturer 
produced the part. The reason for purchasing the car 
in component form was that it avoided purchase tax 
which at this period varied between 45% and 19%. 

External Links: 
Gilbern Owners Club http://www.gilbernoc.co.uk/  
 
Wikipedia; https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilbern  
 

TAX TIME 

The end of one year and the beginning of a new 
year is income tax time. The British Transportation 
Museum relies heavily upon donations. We receive 
cars, parts models, books and magazines. The real 
need is for money to pay for ongoing expenses. 

Consider making a financial donation to the British 
Transportation. Recent changes in the tax code 
doubled the standard deduction for most tax payers. 
This has made itemizing charitable deduction less 
available. Always check with your accountant, tax 
advisor or IRS web site to determine your options.  

If you are over the age of 70 1/2 and have 
investments in either a qualified 401K or 457 tax 
deferred plan you can make a donation to the 
British Transportation Museum without increasing 
your tax burden. Normally when you make a 
withdrawal from one of these plans you will pay 
income tax on the amount withdrawn.  When you 
are over the age of 70 1/2 you must take a Required 
Minimum Distribution. You can have the amount 
sent directly to the British Transportation Museum 
without any income tax being taken out. Check with 
your tax advisor or plan administrator for detail that 
apply to your plan. 

The British Transportation is a 501(c)(3) 
Corporation. Donations are tax exempt. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BMC_A-Series_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coventry_Climax
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Austin_A35
http://www.gilbernoc.co.uk/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilbern
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 BTM’s 4th Annual Chili Cook-off   
Pete Stroble 

 
Sixty attendees at BTM’s 4th annual Chili Cook-off 
enjoyed 10 crock pots of great chili. Winners were 
Jennifer Dean (chili #7) for the Judge’s Choice 
Award and Leah Hawker (chili #4) for the People’s 
Choice Award. Jennifer’s recipe was a tasty 
vegetarian dish. Leah is taking an after-school 
cooking program which might have given her an 
unfair advantage. Her chili had a mild zip to it. The 
winners received a trophy and gift basket that 
included an Archers Restaurant gift card. 
 
One of the highlights of the evening was celebrating 
the 82nd birthday of BTM’s Founder, Dick Smith. 
Many of Dick’s friends joined us for the chili and 
the best wishes to Dick. Cake and ice cream helped 
to settle the aftermath of the chili fest. 

 

 
 

 

 

HAPPY 85th BIRTHDAY 
Dick Smith 
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