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The British Museum of 
Transportation 

Dixmyth 
British Museum of Transportation 

The Musem Board has good news for its members 
and friends.  First, the article on page 2 will 
describe the newest acquisition to the Museum 
display automobile Inventory.   We are very 
excited about this turn of events and hope 
members and friends will step up to the plate to 
help cover the cost of this acquisition.  Second, the 
board has taken under consideration the addition 
of a subscription to British Marque Car Club News 
for each member of the Museum.  This was 
approved at the last meeting of the Board and the 
subscriptions have been implemented.  Not only 
will the members receive much news about 
various British Car Club activities, the 
subscription will allow the Museum to have a 
section of its own in the Marque which will be a 
significant improvement in our getting known 
around the country to British car people.  Members 
should look for their subscription to begin with the 
March, 2001 issue.  

Tri-State British Automobile 
Event Calendar 

Events in the Dayton, Cincinnati, Columbus, Cleveland 

and Indianapolis Areas, 2000. 

Dave Lindsey 
Central Ohio Mini Owners   

June 2-3 Vintage Races, Mid-Ohio Race 
Course.  Includes GT-5 Invitational 

July 2-4 Mini Meet East 
 New Jersey - Debbie Franks 
                        MiniMeetEast2001@aol.com 
July 7 Arthritis Foundation Classic Car 
 Show.  Dublin, OH.  Mini is the 
 Featured Marque.  Dave Lindsey 
 (614) 272-7641 or djl@erinet.com 
 July 22 Annual Cincinnati British Car Day
  at Edgewater Park, sponsored by
  the British Car Club of Greater 
  Cincinnati and the Ohio Valley
  Austin-Healey Club. Featured 
  Marque: Jaguar E-type in honor of 
  it's 40 anniversary!  
August 4 Dayton British Car Days 
  Eastwood Metro Park 
Sept. 8  Popcorn Festival Car Show 
  Beavercreek, OH 
  Hosted by Ohio Mini  Owners 
Sept. 9 Boonshoft Museum of Discovery 

Concours D'Elegance.   Dayton, 
Ohio.  Call Skip Peterson @ 937-
293-2819. 

Sept. 21-23 Valvoline Runoffs.  Mid Ohio Race 
Course, Lexington, Ohio. 

 
Please send any additional listings, corrections, 
and or updates to COMO, care of David Lindsey 
at djl@erinet.com. 

 
 

Continued on page 3 
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MEMBERSHIPS 

• Individual Membership - $25 per year:  Member 
receives One (1) membership card, free admission for 
the membership holder, 10% discount at the museum 

gift shop and the Museum Newsletter. 

• Family Membership - $45 per year:   Family 
Members receive Two (2) membership cards, admission 
for the card holders and up to four (4) children, 10% 
discount at the museum gift shop and the Museum 
Newsletter. 

• Contributing Membership - $100 per year:  
Contributing members receive the same as Family 
Memberships plus 10% discount off fees for any 
classes or seminars held by the museum. 

• Sustaining Membership - $250 per year:  Sustaining 
members receive the same as Family Memberships 
plus %25 discount off fees for any classes or seminars 
held by the museum. 

• Founding Membership - $5,000 per year:  Available 
only for the first five (5) years of the Society's existence.  
Founding members will receive five (5) membership 
cards and admission for the card holders and up to 10 
children, 10% discount at the museum gift shop, the 
Museum Newsletter, free access to any class or 
seminar held by the Museum and a commemorative 
brick with the founders name which will be placed 
outside the Museum. 

• Organization and Business: 
 

 Gold: $1,500 per year:  Gold Business members 
will receive the Museum Newsletter, 1/2 page 
advertisement in the Newsletter and a Corporate 
Display Plaque denoting "Gold" membership. 

 Silver:   $1,000 per year:  Silver Business 
members will receive the Museum Newsletter, 1/4 
page advertisement in Newsletter and Corporate 
Display Plaque denoting "Silver" membership. 

 Bronze: $500 per year:  Bronze Business members 
will receive the Museum Newsletter, 1/8 page 
advertisement  (business card size) in Newsletter, 
and Corporate Display Plaque denoting "Bronze" 
membership.  

 
Automotive Trivia 

A retired man in Bristol, England was concerned 
aboout drug traffic in his neighborhood.  When he 
asked the local police what he may do, they 
suggested he jot down the license tag numbers of 
suspicious cars and bring them in.  Seems like he 
got a little carried away and took the tags right off 
the cars and now police are trying to sort it all out. 

Latest Display Car 
Dixmyth 
British Museum of Transportation 

The latest acquisition for the Museum automotive 
display inventory is the beautiful 1978 Triumph 
Spitfire pictured on page 5.  Below is the story of 
this car and it's one owner. 
 
The following article is reproduced from the 
"Triumph Newsletter", Volume 25, Number 5, 
September-November,  1979. 

 
  

John Clark passed away on September 7, 2000. 
This car along with a Triumph GT6 went up for 
auction on Sunday, February 4th, 2001. The 
Triumph Spitfire has 8372 actual miles on it and 
except for battery is in total original factory 
condition. The hard top has never been removed 
from the car and the soft-top has never been 
raised. The Spitfire was purchased at the auction 
by a private party who has committed to placing 
this car in the British Museum of Transportation. 
It will be on loan to the Museum until such time 
as the Museum can fund the cost of the car (see 
below). Please see additional information on John 
Clark at the Museum Memorial pages at 
www.britishcarmuseum.org.  

Continued on page 3 
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British Museum of Transportation, 
continued 

 
Any correspondence or inquiries may be directed 
to Dick Smith at 2304 Wrenside Lane, Kettering, 
Ohio 45440-2324.  Phone is (937) 434-1750. 
 
The British Museum of Transportation is 
the operating arm of the Society for the 
Preservation of British Transportation 
in America, Inc.  British Automobile is 
published BI-monthly and is the organ of 
the British Museum of Transportation.  

 

 

Latest Display Car, continued 
 
In order for the British Museum of Transportation 
to take ownership of this car, we are asking 
Museum members and friends to contribute to the 
cost of obtaining this car. As of now, we have a 
pledge of $2,000 reduction in the price paid for 
the car by the present owner of the car (who 
purchased the car when John Clark's Estate was 
auctioned off) and an additional $2,000 from 
another Museum member towards the cost of the 
car. We need an another $5,000 and would like to 
raise that amount before the Dayton British Car 
Days on August 4, 2001. 
     Donations are being accepted for both the car 
purchase and for the building fund.  All donations 
will be acknowledged with a document suitable 
for tax purposes.  Donations can be addressed to 
the British Museum of Transportation, 2304 
Wrenside Lane, Kettering, OH 45440-2324. 

 

 
Dutch Mandel on the New MINI 

 
The following is quoted from Dutch Mandel, 
Editor and Associate Publisher of Autoweek as 
printed in the February 12, 2001 issue of 
Autoweek.  
"In Paris I saw and sat in and fell in love with the 
new Mini.  Right then I decided to make it an 
addition to the Mandel garage.  This is why:  It 
debuts in spring 2002 and little more than two 
years after that, my eldest son, Jake, will be of an 
age to take its helm.  Besides, it will come with 
BMW reliability, and its six airbags will not go 
unnoticed by his mother.  
Never mind that as an adolescent one of my over-
the-top loves was an original Mini as well as its 
Traveler and pickup permutations.  The new Mini, 
I'm laying a wager, can be done in a color that 
captures his car imagination.  By the time a 
license is in his wallet - and he's had a full stint at 
a proper driving school - this Mini'll be tricked 
with stuff not yet developed.  (Just to close the 
deal, and before he has a chance to see the original  
Bullitt, I had best sit him down in front of  The 
Italian Job before he reaches puberty.)" 
Ed Note:  For those of you who have never see it, 
The Italian Job is the "Holly Grail" of Minis in 
Movies. 

 
 

Featured Automobile 
TRIUMPH SPITFIRE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Triumph Spitfire's success may be measured 
by the fact that in 1973 alone 200,000 of these 
cars were sold.  Yet the modest little two-seater, 
first unveiled at the 1961 London Motor Show, 
had remained virtually unchanged over the years.  
The primary changes were to the engine, being 
enlarged from 1150 cc to 1500cc capacity. 

Continued on page 4 
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Featured Car, Continued 
 
Like its predecessors in the TR range which have 
contributed so much to Triumph's success, the 
Spitfire was designed to attract open sports car 
fans.  Following in the tradition of the TR2, which 
appeared in 1952, and its descendants the TR3, 
TR4, TR5, TR250 and TR6, the original 1962 
Spitfire was a sleek looking two-seater sports 
convertible. 
 
The mechanics came straight from the Triumph 
Herald, an economical sedan considered by some 
as revolutionary in its day.  Features include rack-
and-pinion steering, folding steering column in the 
event of an accident and a front hood hinged fully 
forward, thus greatly facilitating access to the 
engine.  The Spitfire inherited all of these features, 
along with independent all-around suspension.  
The first Spitfires were powered by he Triumph 
Herald 1147cc engine, though the power was 
raised from 48 to 63 HP.  The Mk II was launched 
at the 1965 Geneva Motor Show and had a 67 HP 
engine which, two years later, gave way to the 
1295cc, 75 HP engine of the Spitfire Mk III, 
recognized for its raised front bumpers. 
 
Triumph was taken over by the Leyland Motor 
Corporation which was linked with the British 
Motor Holdings in 1968 to become British 
Leyland.  As a result of these mergers, the Spitfire 
found itself in direct competition with the MG 
models of British Leyland.  In 1975 the Spitfire 
was equipped with the MG Midget's 1.5 liter, 72 
HP engine which did not affect the Spit's 
performance but which enabled British Leyland to 
rationalize production a little while longer. 

 
 
 

HOW DID THEY SCORE? 
 
In the September 1999 issue, Road & Track 
presented the "Testing of the Best of Britain" 
using their 0-100 acceleration and 0-100-0 braking  
tests.  Their findings are as shown in the next 
column  in order of first to last: 
 
 
 

CAR  MODEL   0-100       0-100-0 
      Seconds     Feet 
 
Aston Martin Vantage 600   16.3         1348 
Curb Weight: 5170 lb 
Engine: Twin supercharged 
    dohc 5.3-liter V-8 
Horsepower: 600 bhp 
 
Aston Martin DB7 Vantage   17.3         1497 
Curb Weight: 3820 lb. 
Engine: 6.0-liter dohc inline-4 
Horsepower: 420 bhp @ 6000 rpm 
  
Caterham 7    Superlight R   17.4         1511 
Curb Weight: 1045 lb. 
Engine: 1.8-litre dohc inline-4 
Horsepower: 193 bhp @ 7500 rpm 
 
Jaguar             XKR     17.6         1549 
Curb Weight: 5170 lb. 
Engine: Supercharged dohc 
   4.0-liter V-8 
Horsepower: 352 bhp @ 6150 rpm 
 
Lotus              Elise    17.9         1592 
Curb Weight: 1694 lb. 
Engine: 1.8-liter dohc inline-4 
Horsepower:  190 bhp @ 7000 rpm 
 
Grinnall          Scorpion   18.9         1696 
Curb Weight:  935 lb. 
Engine:  1.2-litre dohc inline-4 
Horsepower: 130 bhp @ 8750 rpm 
 
Morgan           Plus 8    21.4         1952 
Curb Weight: 2250 lb. 
Engine: 4.6-liter ohv V-8 
Horsepower: 223 bhp @ 5000 rpm 
 
Rover              200-BRM LE    27.9         2641 
Curb Weight:  3350 lb. 
Engine: 1.8-liter dohc inline-4 
Horsepoer:  143 bhp @ 6750 rpm 
 
It is interesting to note that the placement order of 
the acceleration tests and the acceleration/braking 
tests is identical.    
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The Society is now offering T-shirts for sale to help support the British Museum of Transportation.  These 
T-shirts sell for $10 each.  Ohio residents will be required to add 65 cents for sale tax.  Shipping costs will 
be by priority mail at $3.20 for up to two shirts.  Sizes run medium, large, xlarge and xxlarge.  Orders can be 
place by  mail.   Send check or money order to: 
 

The British Museum of Transportation 
2304 Wrenside Lane 

Kettering, OH   45440-2324 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Application for Membership 

The Society for the Preservation of British Transportation in America 
dba British Museum of Transportation 

 
Name: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Street: ____________________________________City ______________________Zip:  _____________ 
 
Phone: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Membership Type:                                                                                                      Amount: 
 
             Individual   ($25 per year)                                                               __________   

Family ($45 per year)      __________   
Contributing Member ($100 per year)    __________ 
Sustaining Member ($250 per year)    __________ 
Founding Member ($5,000 per year)    __________ 
Organization and Business: 
 Gold ($1,500 per year)     __________ 
 Silver ($1,000 per year)     __________ 
 Bronze ($500 per year)     __________ 

 
Mail Membership application to: 

The British Museum of Transportation 
2304 Wrenside Lane 

Kettering, Ohio  45440-2324 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


